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[57] ABSTRACT

A method of simultaneously displaying day calendar
information on the screen of an interactive terminal of
an information handling system along with data being
processed by an application program. The day calendar
data is displayed in a first view port in a compressed
format which indicates busy and free time periods,
while data from an application program is displayed in
a second viewport. The information in the two simulta-
neously displayed viewports provides an improved
interactive user interface in that the terminal user does
not have to interrupt the task that he is working on to
determine the availability of a certain time period.
When the terminal is interconnected to other terminals
by a network, the method provides an indication in the
first viewport for the terminal user that is actively en-
gaged in an application program, that a second user of
a terminal on the network has calendared an event on
the first user's calendar. The terminal user has the op-
tion of viewing the event immediately or at some other
time that is more appropriate. The method also allows
the terminal user to display day calendar data in com-
pressed mode either for the next day or the previous day
merely by selecting specific buttons displayed in the
second viewport for this function.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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